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Whether as part of the new Eoman policy, which
looked to the Italian Normans as its body-
England.    gnar(j |n fae approactLing contest with the

Transalpine powers, and therefore would propitiate that
brave and rising race throughout the world, Hildebrand's
predecessor (and Alexander II. did no momentous act
without the counsel of Hildebrand) had given a direct
sanction to the Norman Conquest of England.5 The
banner of St. Peter floated in the van of the Bastard at
Hastings. The reliques, over which Harold had been
betrayed into the oath of abandoning his claims on the
throne to William, were ostentatiously displayed. It
was with the full papal approbation, or rather with the
actual authority of the Pope, that Stigand, the Anglo-
Saxon primate, was deposed, and the Anglo-Saxon hier-
archy ejected from all the higher dignities, the bishoprics
and abbacies. A papal bull declared it illegal to elect
a Saxon to a high benefice. The holiness of the sainted
Confessor was forgotten. The Norman abbey of Bee
must furnish primates, the Norman hierarchy prelates,
not all of the same high ecclesiastical character as Lan-
franc and Anselm, for conquered England.

Hildebrand may have felt some admiration, even awe,
of the congenial mind of the Conqueror. Yet with
England the first intercourse of Gregory was an impe-
rious letter to Archbishop Lanfranc concerning the
Abbey of St. Edmondsbury, over which he claimed
papal jurisdiction.* To the King his language is cour-
teous. He advances the claim to Peter's pence over
the kingdom. William admits this claim: it was
among the stipulations, it was the price which the Pope

Compare Letter to Lanfrane, Eegest. v.3 also on England, viii. 1, ix. 5w
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